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Herewith some specific notes about 
sailing “Tri-Chum” and what she is like as 
a blue water cruiser……………. 
 

�  She is easy to sail and CAN be 
sailed solo – (Roy brought her back 
to South Africa from the Caribbean 
against the wind on his own when 
he was unable to get crew for this voyage.)  However - two on board does make it easier!  

 

�  The autopilot controls her very well enabling the captain and crew a lot of “time off” to enjoy the 
sun, fishing, reading, sleeping or whatever…….. 

 

�  The engine only needs to be run for an hour to an hour and a half per day for battery charging.  The 
diesel fuel consumption is only 0.8 liters per hour for battery charging. 

 

�  She can carry a large amount of food stores and diesel.  This makes you self sufficient for long 
periods of time – up to 9 months or more.  We used this vast storage capacity to stock up fully in 
places where food provisions were relatively cheap so that we didn’t have to purchase anything 
(except salad vegetables) in places which were expensive.  We also used to preserve our own meat 
and fish and store these in preserve jars in the port float – a lot of preserve jars are included in the 
inventory to save new owners a big outlay in this area. 

 

�  There is a PERMANENT fresh water rain catcher on the very top deck – and the water caught here 
goes DIRECTLY into the water tanks.  We used the first bit of rain to clean this deck of salt and 
dust and then would put in the stoppers so that the rest of the rain went straight into the water tanks.  
This is such an efficient water catcher that we very seldom had to run the small Pur water maker 
which is on board (for an emergency).  In about five YEARS of cruising we only had to take on 
water about three times! 

 

�  Tri-Chum lays a-hull amazingly well – there is no fear of flipping (as there is with some catamarans) 
– she does NOT heel even in 4 – 6 meter seas!!  Because of this, sail handling and walking on the 
decks etc is safe – a nice flat platform, lots of handholds in the right places should you need them, 
safety netting and rails along both sides of her and no need for you or any of the crew to have been 
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born with one leg longer than the other!!!  Although there are 3 dog-line safety harnesses in the 
inventory we never had to use them!! 

 

�  Tri-Chum runs with the wind.  All she asks is that you set the sails 
so that she slides over the back of the waves.  It is uncomfortable 
and undesirable to have her going so fast that she is surfing down 
the face of the waves.  Since her auto pilot does not react fast 
enough under these conditions, the captain or crew would have to 
manually steer her – and who would want to steer fulltime???  We 
never worried about getting places in the fastest time 
possible…..we always enjoyed the trip, got there comfortably and 
safely and without any damage to our home!!  

 

�  Tri-Chum does not have roller furling as she has a wide rig which 
is soft and easy on the stay wires.  Sometimes the stay wires curve 
a bit and we have always felt that it might be hard to roll in the 
sails if they were on a roller furling system because unless it was a 
really top of the range roller furling system there is a danger that 
they might hook up and jam.  The main sail is not fully battened 
and there is no pump up back stay to put pressure onto the mast.  
Using the current system, when you need to drop the sails, you simply loosen the halyards and the 
sails drop down really fast.  All sails can be dropped within 10 minutes, safely and easily and this 
can be done by one person in any wind direction!!  All in all, she is very forgiving and very easy to 
sail. 

 

�  The inside area offers extremely comfortable entertaining and living quarters – she is far, far more 
spacious than a 50’monohull.  (5 stars for spaciousness!!!) Long term living on her both at sea and at 
anchor is very comfortable – it is like having a small well equipped COTTAGE on the sea!!!  Watch 
keeping is a pleasure since the helm station is inside – imagine being on watch, nice and warm, and 
being able to keep watch and watch a video at the SAME time!   

 

�  The dive platform at the stern lends itself to a lot of fun at anchor – scuba diving, fishing, snorkeling 
etc can easily be done from here.  Let down the door which becomes a platform with a drop down 
ladder and away you go for a swim or whatever!!  Getting on and off the boat with FULL scuba gear 
on – is not a problem!!  We had tremendous times here because this area is so well thought out – 
there is lots of storage space for all the gear – scuba tanks, dive generator, compressor, weight belts, 
dive gear etc a spare dinghy, spare rudder, towing line, - all this stuff is easily stored in the large 
lazerette at the stern and about 20 plus jerry cans for heaps more diesel for the boat and petrol for the 
outboard motors etc are all stored in a special hatch in this area – thus there is no need to have 
anything lashed to the decks when you are sailing – this provides a lot more safety at sea particularly 
when the weather is not so good!   

 

�  If we were at anchor for a length of time and the weather was hot…….we used to put the large hatch 
cover up over this area and it provided a ROOF of shade - there is also the option of putting the 
shade awning up over this area, with or without the hatch as a roof.  If we were only going to be at 
anchor for a short time we used to simply place the hatch cover on the back cabin deck.  Either way, 
it is easy enough for two people to maneuver this large hatch cover. 
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�  Another very big bonus for long term cruising is that she can be beached for anti-fouling and 
careening.  This brings down the cruising costs enormously!!  Scraping her down and anti-fouling 
her between tides once every two years is very hard work for the few hours involved but it saves you 
thousands and thousands of dollars!!  Large boats cost a lot to slip and there are some places which 
cannot accommodate catamarans or trimarans so being able to beach her and do the job yourself 
saves heaps of money.   

 

�  We found that we were only actually SAILING from one place to another for about 25% of the total 
time that we were cruising – by our own choice these not the fastest passages - they were safe and 
comfortable!  While at anchor - the biggest bonus of all, the envy of all our monohull friends is the 
supreme comfort and spaciousness of “Tri-Chum”.  Our friends referred to Tri-Chum as our ‘small 
cottage on the sea’ or “our small piece of real estate on the water!” 

 
Hopefully this and the slide show sent previously gives you a fuller picture of all Tri-Chum offers.  I’m 
sure I don’t need to mention that one of the biggest advantages of cruising is the freedom to explore the 
world relatively independently and if you happen to anchor someplace where you don’t like your 
neighbours………well….you can simply up anchor and go someplace else!!  How WONDERFUL is 
that???? 


